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5.3 ACCESSIBLE CITY STRATEGY - OUTCOMES OF ADVERTISING 

Attachments: 1. Submission Report   
2. Accessible City Strategy    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. ADOPTS the Accessible City Strategy 2020-2030; and 

2. NOTES the adopted Accessible City Strategy 2020-2030 will be subject to further formatting, 
styling and graphic design as determined by the Chief Executive Officer prior to publication. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to consider the City’s responses to public submissions, and to consider adopting the updated 
Accessible City Strategy 2020-2030. 

BACKGROUND: 

Transport systems are crucial in creating connection and supporting opportunities for people to access all 
aspects of daily life, including work, education, shopping, leisure, healthcare and other services. 
 
The Accessible City Priority of the City’s Strategic Community Plan (SCP) identifies the need to create a 
future plan for the transport network which has an integrated approach in order to guide the City’s future 
transport infrastructure and advocacy. Council appointed Cardno at its meeting on 16 October 2018 to 
commence the Accessible City Strategy (ACS). 
 
The City has not previously had an overarching strategic document to holistically guide changes to the 
transport network. The ACS presents an opportunity to integrate planning and transport to support economic, 
environmental and social activities, in a safe, easy, connected, environmentally friendly and enjoyable City. 
 
In the current context, private vehicles frequently offer the most convenient and attractive way to get around. 
This is typically due to historic patterns of car-centric considerations and design. As the growing 
environmental costs of transport are recognised, active and sustainable transport options are becoming 
increasingly important. 
 
The City began the process of developing the ACS by undertaking a series of investigations inclusive of 
community and key stakeholder engagement to identify the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats 
(SWOT) associated with the existing transport and land use network. In line with the result of this 
investigation, the ACS has been developed. 
 
The draft Accessible City Strategy 2020-2030 (draft ACS) was approved by Council for public advertising on 
13 October 2020. 
 
The intent of the consultation was to gain feedback on: 
 
a) Whether the vision and objectives of the draft ACS align with community expectations; 
b) Whether the proposed actions are important to our community, and what impact they might have; and 
c) Whether we missed anything. 

DETAILS: 

The draft ACS was advertised from 3 December 2020 to 19 February 2021 via the following methods: 
 

 Notice in a local newspaper; 

 Notices on the City’s website, social media and e-newsletter; 

 Dedicated project page on Imagine Vincent, providing opportunity to comment generally or fill out a 
survey; 
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 Notices at the City’s Administration Centre and Library; 

 Distribution of flyers around key locations in Vincent; 

 Targeted engagement with key stakeholders; and 

 An open day workshop inviting people to comment in person on the draft ACS. 
 
The results of the public consultation period are as follows: 
 

 Unique page views – 396 

 Document downloads – 172 

 Survey participants – 43 

 Email submissions – 10 
 
Responses via the survey and email submissions were generally supportive of the intent of the draft ACS, 
with many suggestions on how to make the document clearer, which actions to prioritise, and which actions 
aren’t as important. 
 
A submission report is included as Attachment 1. In the report, each page comprises an action, a chart 
showing the importance of the action, a summary of the comments received in relation to that action, 
Administration’s response to the comments, and any proposed changes to the ACS as a result. 
 
There were a series of changes were made to the ACS as a result of the comments received, with 5 key 
changes as follows: 
 
1. Comments demonstrated general support for the vision and objectives, with some suggestions that the 

City should also be aiming for physical and mental health improvements, and consistency in 
application of the ACS. 

 
Administration agrees that these are important to highlight, especially since a number of the proposed 
actions work towards this outcome. As a result, the ACS has been modified to include ‘healthy’ and 
‘consistent’ in the objectives. 

 
2. 58 percent of respondents supported reducing speed limits to 40km/h on residential streets, 

28 percent did not support it, and 14 percent were unsure. Comments on this item suggested the 
results of the trial did not show a sufficient change to broaden the speed reduction to the rest of the 
City. Comments also suggested there were alternative methods to get the desired outcome. 

 
Administration agree that there is more that could be done to support this action, specifically around 
infrastructure improvements, education, and data collection. For that reason, the ACS includes a 
number of different actions that work to support a 40km/h speed limit. In order for the 40km/h speed 
limit to be successful in reducing speeds, other actions such as preparing the Link and Place 
Guidelines should be prioritised in the near future. Administration does not agree with comments that 
there is unlikely to be any increase in safety, as evidence from around the world demonstrates that 
reduced speeds lead to fewer and less serious crashes. No changes are proposed to this action. 

 
3. Comments suggested that some actions are outside of the City’s control, such as improving east-west 

public transit connectivity, and implementing a carbon emissions budget. 
 

Administration agree that east-west public transit can only be improved by the Public Transport 
Authority. The wording of that action is recommended to be changed to give the City more of an 
advocacy role in this regard. In terms of a carbon emissions budget, it would be appropriate for the 
City to adopt its own budget, as is identified in the City’s Sustainable Environment Strategy; however, 
applying this to the local government area would likely be unachievable on such a small scale. The 
wording of this action has been changed so the City advocates for introduction of an emissions budget 
at a State or Federal level. 

 
4. Comments suggested that some actions were unclear, or that the explanation of an action was 

inconsistent with the action itself. 
 

Administration agree that some actions were unclear or mismatched with their explanation. Changes 
have been made throughout the document to improve clarity and consistency. 

 
5. Some comments also suggested that ‘accessibility for all’ was not clear enough. 
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Changes have been made to the wording of pedestrian and cycling actions to ensure that accessibility 
for all is identified as a priority. 

 
Some comments made also referred to the background section of the draft ACS. These have been outlined 
as per Attachment 1 and relevant changes made to the ACS. The modified ACS showing all of the above 
changes is included at Attachment 2. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

The next phase of consultation will commence when undertaking each identified action in the ACS. The 
consultation for each project will be determined on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Consultation on the ACS itself will occur during the major review in 2025. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

The ACS is intended to respond to the City’s existing strategies and policies. From a strategic perspective, 
the ACS aligns with, clarifies and supports the following already established positions: 
 

 Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028; 

 Sustainable Environment Strategy 2019-2024; 

 Greening Plan 2018-2023; and 

 Local Planning Strategy 2014. 
 
From a policy/action plan perspective, the ACS is intended to guide the review of the Bicycle Network Plan 
(2013) and the Precinct Parking Management Plans (2009) and replace the Car Parking Strategy (2008). 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low: It is low risk for Council to adopt the ACS. The vision and objectives of the ACS are guided by 
community sentiment and each of the actions have been determined based on quantitative evidence and 
advice from an expert transport engineering firm. Some actions within the ACS will require further risk 
analysis during the scoping phase to determine their feasibility and scale. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Enhanced Environment 

We have minimised our impact on the environment. 
 
Accessible City 

Our pedestrian and cyclist networks are well designed, connected, accessible and encourage increased use. 
We have better integrated all modes of transport and increased services through the City. 
We have embraced emerging transport technologies. 
 
Connected Community 

We are an inclusive, accessible and equitable City for all. 
 
Thriving Places 

Our town centres and gathering spaces are safe, easy to use and attractive places where pedestrians have 
priority. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following key sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024. 
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Sustainable Transport 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Reduced injuries and a safer community 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

The approximate total cost of the standalone project items included in the ACS’ 10 year Implementation Plan 
is $3,065,000. This includes staff resourcing to deliver on these actions. 
 
The first year of implementation and associated resourcing has an approximate cost of $425,000. This is 
being funded through carry-forward budget from the 2020/21 financial year, 2021/22 capital expenditure 
budget, the City’s Cash in Lieu Reserve and secured Main Roads funding. The ongoing cost of implementing 
the ACS will continue to be funded through these channels, as well as other external funding opportunities. 

COMMENTS: 

The ACS is the City’s first integrated transport planning document. It is a crucial part of ensuring connection 
and opportunities for all people to access aspects of daily life including work, education, shopping, leisure, 
healthcare and other services. The ACS will be implemented through the completion of its many actions. The 
City will decide through its annual budget process which actions will be completed each year. The ACS will 
be reviewed annually, with a major review to occur in 2025. 
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