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5.7 GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK REVIEW 2021 

Attachments: 1. Governance Framework Review - tracked changes 2021    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. NOTES the review of the Governance Framework, as outlined in this report; and 

2. ADOPTS the updated Governance Framework, as tracked at Attachment 1. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To present the review of the Governance Framework (Framework) and seek approval of the updated 
Framework at Attachment 1. 

BACKGROUND: 

At its 18 August 2020 Ordinary Council meeting, Council adopted the City’s first Governance Framework 
(Framework). 
 
The Framework highlights the City’s commitment to providing good governance by defining systems, 
policies, processes, and a methodology for ensuring accountability, probity and openness in the conduct of 
City business. 
 
The City has continued to strengthen the Framework with the following amendments presented to Council 
since its adoption: 
 
• the inclusion of priority health outcome consideration in our decision making; 
• a new Fraud and Corruption section to reinforce the City’s commitment to preventing, deterring, 

monitoring and reporting fraudulent and corrupt behaviour; 
• the division of the codes of conduct; 
• procedural requirement for dealing with complaints about alleged breaches of the behaviour; 
• updated gift and conflict of interest provisions in line with the new regulations; 
• appointment to external boards and committees; and 
• the inclusion of related party declaration requirements of the Australian Accounting Standard. 
 
The Framework is to be reviewed after each ordinary local government election in consultation with Elected 
Members, ensuring new Elected Members have an opportunity to be involved. The outcome of the review 
and any proposed amendments are to be presented to Council for adoption within 4 months of each election. 

DETAILS: 

In August 2021, Administration undertook a review of the Framework. A "tracked changes" version of the 
Framework has been provided at Attachment 1. 
 
The table below presents a summary of the proposed amendments: 
 

Section Action Notes 
Strategic 
Community 
Plan 

This section has been updated to 
note the minor review that was 
undertaken and presented in 2020. 

Further updates to this section will be presented 
following the 2022 review. 

Meeting 
procedures 

This section has been updated to 
reference the new Council Briefing 
Guidelines. 

The Council Briefing Guidelines and Electronic 
Council Proceedings – Guidelines were 
consolidated into one document to provide 
clarification and guidance to members of the 
public on the format of Council proceedings. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Council/Governance/Governance_Framework.pdf
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Section Action Notes 
Decisions on 
land use 
planning and 
development 

This section has been updated to 
reflect the local government areas 
covered by the Joint Development 
Assessment Panel (JDAP). 

Minor updates to the local government areas 
covered by the Joint Development Assessment 
Panel (JDAP). 

Contact with 
Developers 

This section has been updated to 
include guidance on declaring 
contact with developers prior to the 
lodgement of a development 
application. 

Declaring contact prior to the lodgement of a 
development application is not required under the 
City’s Council Member Contact with Developers 
Policy but has previously been included in the 
register at the discretion of the individual Elected 
Member. 
 
To provide clarification and guidance this section 
has been updated to note that any contact prior to 
the lodgement of a development application 
should be disclosed as an interest at the point 
that the application is presented to Council. 

Executive 
Functions 

New Executive Functions section 
has been added. 

This section has been added to highlight the 
importance of ensuring that the services and 
facilities that the City provides integrates with 
those that may already be provided by other 
levels of government or public bodies. 

Policies This section has been updated to 
reflect the City’s new Policy 
Framework. 

The Policy and Development Review Policy was 
approved by Council at its 15 December 2020 
meeting. This section has been updated to 
demonstrate how Administration is implementing 
the policy through a systematic review of policy 
documents and facilitating the requirement of 
early consultation with Elected Members through 
the publication of monthly policy papers. 

Environmental The key opportunity areas of the 
Sustainable Environment Strategy 
2019-2024 (SES) have been 
updated. 

This section has been updated to reflect 
amendments to the key opportunity areas of the 
Sustainable Environment Strategy 2019-2024 
(SES) and the City’s commitment to achieving 
zero greenhouse gas emissions from City 
operations by 2030. 

Privacy of 
Information 

New Privacy of Information section 
has been added. 

This section has been added to reflect the City’s 
commitment to privacy compliance. 

All sections Reference to Elected Members 
has been updated to read Council 
Members 

This has been updated to reflect the language 
used in the Local Government Act 1995 and 
associated Regulations. 

 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

No community consultation is required for updating the Governance Framework. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

The Governance Framework summarises key sections of the Local Government Act 1995, Local 
Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 and Local Government (Model Code of Conduct) 
Regulations 2021. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to adopt the updated Governance Framework. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1730/4215-council-member-contact-with-developers
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1730/4215-council-member-contact-with-developers
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Innovative and Accountable 

We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 
Our resources and assets are planned and managed in an efficient and sustainable manner. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any specific sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This report has no implications on the priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil. 
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