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9.9 CLIMATE EMERGENCY AUSTRALIA JOINT STATEMENT: AUSTRALIAN COUNCILS CALL 
FOR ENERGY-EFFICIENT AND CLIMATE RESILIENT HOMES VIA THE NATIONAL 
CONSTRUCTION CODE 

Attachments: 1. Climate Emergency Australia Joint Statement on Energy Efficient Homes    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council ENDORSES the Climate Emergency Australia ‘Joint Statement: Australian Councils 
call for energy-efficient and climate resilient homes via the National Construction Code’ at 
Attachment 1. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to consider signing on to the ‘Joint Statement: Australian Councils call for energy-efficient and 
climate resilient homes via the National Construction Code’ (Joint Statement) at Attachment 1. 

BACKGROUND: 

The City of Vincent is a permit authority for administering the requirements of the National Construction Code 
(NCC) in accordance with the Building Act 2011. The assessment process for a building application includes 
verification that the energy efficiency requirements of the NCC are met. The current 2019 edition of the NCC 
requires a 6 star NatHERS (Nationwide House Energy Rating Scheme) for buildings. 
 
The NCC is currently being reviewed, with a proposal for the new NCC 2022 to require buildings to meet 
7 star NatHERS rating. This would include additional criteria for heating, cooling, hot water, lighting density, 
appliances, renewable energy and electric vehicle charging. Submissions for the NCC 2022 closed on 
17 October 2021 and are currently being considered by the Australian Building Codes Board. 

DETAILS: 

Climate Emergency Australia wrote to the City on 9 November 2021 requesting Council’s support for their 
Joint Statement. They have advised the next stage in the process for the NCC 2022 would be for State and 
Territory Building Ministers to decide whether the proposed changes will be adopted. 
 
The Joint Statement would be sent to State, Territory and Federal Energy, Climate Change and Building 
ministers. It would be a document to demonstrate local government support for the NCC 2022 changes. 
These changes are to be discussed at the Building Ministers Forum in late November. 
 
Administration supports the changes proposed in the NCC 2022. These changes align closely with the City’s 
Sustainable Environment Strategy 2019-2024. The City is an active participant in the Western Australian 
Local Government Association’s (WALGA) Environmentally Sustainable Design Forum. This Forum is 
advocating directly to the State Government to urge adoption of the proposed NCC standards. The Forum is 
also developing an overarching policy position for adoption by the WALGA State Council. It is anticipated a 
campaign to promote environmentally sustainable design would be released in early 2022, including some 
short videos and a filmed workshop, which would be promoted on the City’s website and social media. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

Nil. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

• Building Act 2011; and 
• National Construction Code. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to endorse the Joint Statement. 
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Sensitive Design 

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following key sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024 (SES). 
 
Sustainable Energy Use/Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction 
 
The SES also contains Energy Strategy No. 11 which is to ‘Advocate to both State and Federal Government 
for higher building design standards for new builds and retrofits (all building types). 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Reduced exposure to environmental health risks 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil. 
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