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5.5 BRITANNIA RESERVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Attachments: 1. Britannia Reserve Draft Development Plan   
2. Britannia Reserve Draft Changeroom Concept   
3. Britannia Reserve Engagement Plan    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. APPROVES the Draft Britannia Reserve Development Plan to be advertised for community 
consultation in accordance with the City’s Policy No. 4.1.5 – Community Consultation; and 

2. NOTES that the Draft Britannia Reserve Development Plan will be presented back to Council 
In August 2021 for endorsement following the Community Consultation. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To seek Council consideration and endorsement of the Draft Britannia Reserve Development Plan 
(Development Plan) for the purpose of community consultation. 

BACKGROUND: 

At the Ordinary Council Meeting on 12 November 2019, Council noted that the City would work 
collaboratively with Floreat Athena Football Club (FAFC) and the Australian Government to obtain $3 million 
through the Community Development Grants Program towards upgraded sporting facilities, including a full 
integration between Litis Stadium and Britannia Reserve and rationalising any non-essential assets. 
 
The planned project was intended to ensure that any funding opportunities, or resources that are invested 
would be used to further an overall vision for the site. Consideration was also given to reducing costs 
including identifying opportunities for multi-purpose infrastructure and reducing ongoing maintenance 
expenses. The agreed vision was ‘To identify the optimum layout for community and sporting use of the site 
which develops a strong connection between Litis Stadium and Britannia Reserve’. 
 
Between February and August 2020, the City liaised with FAFC through ongoing Working Group meetings to 
determine their requirements for the site. This information was detailed at the Council Workshop on 
17 August 2020 where Council were presented with the City’s and FAFC’s project priority details and 
options. 
 
Rigorous discussion has been held between the City and FAFC through working group meetings to come to 
the now preferred option to locate the change rooms on the current site of the grandstand, based off the 
initial options within the project’s Business Case. Construction of the change rooms on other potential 
locations and restoration of the current grandstand were explored, however due to the grandstand’s 
condition and the estimated cost of restoration and maintenance it was deemed that this option was 
significantly beyond what both parties could facilitate. A structural assessment of the grandstand at Litis 
Stadium was undertaken in December 2020, finding that the grandstand was in poor condition making it 
unsuitable for continued occupation. The grandstand is currently non-operational. 
 
Following Council direction and feasibility analysis of the site, the City continued to work with FAFC through 
additional project meetings from August 2020 to May 2021 to finalise the draft Development Plan. 
 
The cost to deliver new change rooms and renewal and upgraded FAFC clubroom facilities has been 
estimated at $3 million, meaning the $3 million Federal Government grant could not be used for renewal and 
upgrade of the Britannia Reserve floodlighting. Additional funding has been provided by the Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications for this floodlighting renewal and 
upgrade. The total project cost for the lighting is $750,000. Grant funding has been approved through the 
Local Roads & Community Infrastructure Program funding $491,444 of the floodlighting. The balance is 
proposed to be funded through the City’s capital works budget in the 2021/22 financial year. 
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The City has also been approached by Optus regarding the pending decommissioning of their current mobile 
phone tower located between Anzac Road and Lynton Street in Mount Hawthorn. Optus have proposed to 
locate a replacement tower on the western side of Britannia Reserve, near the freeway in order to fill the 
mobile reception blackspot that would be left when the existing tower is decommissioned. 

DETAILS: 

Change rooms and FAFC Clubrooms 
 
The City and FAFC have been working closely to come up with a concept for the change rooms, clubrooms 
and floodlighting that would meet the requirements of the grant; meet the objectives of the City and FAFC 
respectively; and result in a positive outcome for the community. 
 
The draft Development Plan in Attachment 1 incorporates a newly constructed change room facility and 
refurbishment of the current clubroom facility, with both the City and FAFC Board now in agreement of this 
as a preferred option for the site.  This is in line with the Masterplan for the site.  Feedback received through 
this process will inform future masterplanning. 
 
Attachment 2 displays the design proposed for the new community change room facility. The remaining 
grant funding is proposed to be used for renewal and upgrade of the existing clubroom facility. 
 
The plan proposed the following work be carried out: 
 
• Demolition of current grandstand and adjacent toilet block; 

• Following demolition of grandstand and adjacent toilet block, build new fit-for-purpose change rooms 
and public toilets to the north of existing FAFC clubrooms; 

• Address unsafe and non-compliant accessibility and general amenity to the existing Floreat Athena 
clubrooms and stands; and 

• Renewal and upgrade of FAFC clubrooms. 
 
Future improvements could then be considered in future years, pending funding, such as: 
 
• Create new open forecourt to FAFC clubrooms. 

• Remove portion of the former velodrome on the south east side, which would open up the field with the 
rest of Britannia Reserve, and provide a strong visual and physical link between the two facilities and 
parks. 

• Improve pedestrian and cycling link around the site. 

• Improve the ecological and environmental performance of the area with native planter beds and 
additional tree canopy. 

 
Sports Lighting Renewal and Upgrade 
 
The Local Roads & Community Infrastructure Program has committed to fund $491,444 of the project to 
renew and upgrade the lights at Britannia Reserve and address the problem definition outlined as: 
 
Sports group floodlights are failing. This is a heavily used community reserve for cricket and football (soccer). 
 
The area to be lit at Britannia Reserve is identified in Attachment 1.  This would include lighting the western 
field up to 200lux to incorporate evening usage by the cricket club, whilst the remaining areas indicated 
would be lit up to 100lux. This would allow the club to train and play during the evenings across each of 
these grounds and reduces damage to the playing fields. 
 
Telecommunications Tower 
 
Optus have proposed to locate a telecommunications tower which would also accommodate Telstra and 
Vodafone on Britannia Reserve. This would reduce the demand for additional towers elsewhere in Mount 
Hawthorn. 
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CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

If approved, the Development Plan would be advertised for community consultation through the following 
mediums: 
 
• Social media campaign; 
• Letter to surrounding residents; 
• Signage in Britannia Reserve; 
• Imagine Vincent project page; 
• Online survey; 
• News item on website; and 
• Workshop with FAFC. 
 
Attachment 3 shows the Engagement Plan and further outlines the process of consultation to the 
community. 
 
The specific consultation in relation to the Britannia Reserve Sports Lighting Renewal is being carried out as 
a separate exercise due to the short timescale in which this capital project needs to be completed 
(December 2021) as a requirement of the grant funding. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

• Policy No. 4.1.5 – Community Consultation; and 
• State Planning Policy 5.2 – Telecommunications Infrastructure (https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/spp5-2). 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to approve the Development Plan for community consultation. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Enhanced Environment 

Our parks and reserves are maintained, enhanced and well utilised. 
 
Connected Community 

We have enhanced opportunities for our community to build relationships and connections with each other 
and the City. 
Our community facilities and spaces are well known and well used. 
 
Thriving Places 

Our physical assets are efficiently and effectively managed and maintained. 
 
Sensitive Design  

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

Our resources and assets are planned and managed in an efficient and sustainable manner. 

Our community is aware of what we are doing and how we are meeting our goals. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/spp5-2
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Increased physical activity 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

The cost of advertising will be met through the City’s existing operational budget. 
 
Change rooms and FAFC Clubrooms 
 
The Federal Government Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional Development 
announced a $3 million funding commitment through their Community Development Grants Programme to 
Floreat Athena Football Club for the redevelopment of Litis Stadium, which is located on property owned in 
freehold by the City. 
 
A Schematic Cost Estimate of $2,386,138 has been provided for the demolition of the grandstand and 
construction of the new change room and spectator seating, as per the plans shown in Attachments 1 
and 2. 
 
The estimated remaining funds of $613,862 would be used by FAFC to renew and upgrade their existing 
clubroom. 
 
Floodlighting 
 
The estimated total cost of renewing and upgrading floodlighting on Britannia Reserve in line with 
recommended floodlighting option is $750,000. 
 
Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program has provided a funding allocation of $491,444 towards 
the construction of the new floodlights on Britannia Reserve. The remaining costs would be contributed by 
the City which would come to an estimated total of $258,556. 
 
Telecommunications Tower 
 
The rental return rates in the area have been estimated to be between $25k-$30k for this type of structure. 

COMMENTS: 

Britannia Reserve plays a key role in providing sufficient recreational and sporting opportunities to the local 
and wider community. The current assets are dated and below current standards, and these developments 
will greatly enhance the useability and quality of the respective facilities to meet growing community needs. 
The Development Plan aims to achieve full integration between Litis Stadium and Britannia Reserve, and 
rationalise any non-essential assets. 
 
The respective potential investments of $3 million (Community Development Grants Programme) and 
$491,444 (Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program) from the Australian Government into 
sporting and community facilities at Litis Stadium and Britannia Reserve would be of great benefit to the 
current users and local community. 
 
The next steps will be to present the Development Plan to the community for feedback on the current 
proposed elements and potential improvements in the future. 
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