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10.3 LATE REPORT: REVISED ENGINEERING POLICIES RELATING TO VERGE TREATMENTS 

AND STREET TREES 

TRIM Ref: D18/106249 

Author:  Jeremy van den Bok, Manager Parks & Urban Green  

Authoriser: Andrew Murphy, Director Engineering  

Attachments: 1. Survey Report - Verge Policy Consultation   
2. Street Trees Policy No. 2.1.2   
3. Verge Treatments, Plantings and Beautification Policy No. 2.2.4    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. NOTES the results and comments received during the public comment period, regarding the 
revision of Policies 2.1.2 - Street Trees and 2.2.4 - Verge Treatments, Plantings and 
Beautification, as shown in Attachment 1; 

2. ADOPTS the revised Policies 2.1.2 - Street Trees and 2.2.4 - Verge Treatments, Plantings and 
Beautification with the minor amendments, as shown in Attachments 2 and 3; and 

3. ADVISES submitters of its decision.  

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To consider the feedback received on and proposed adoption of revised Council Policies 2.1.2 – Street 
Trees and 2.2.4 – Verge Treatments, Plantings and Beautification. 

BACKGROUND: 

Council at its meeting on 29 May 2018 (Item 10.1) considered a report on the review of Policies 2.1.2 and 
2.2.4 and resolved as follows: 
 
1. AUTHORISES the Chief Executive Officer to advertise the draft revised Policies 2.1.2 – Street Trees 

and 2.2.4 – Verge Treatments, Plantings and Beautification included as Attachments 1 and 2 
respectively, for public comment for a period of 21 days in accordance with the City’s Policy No. 4.1.5 
– Community Consultation subject to the following additions: 

1.1     Policy 2.1.2 (Street Trees), Policy Statement Clause 9 (i) be amended as follows: 
  

“(i)      Permissible street tree attachments are as follows: 

(a)     Swings 
(b)     Rope ladders 
(c)     Platforms/Structures (e.g. tree houses) 
(d)     Decorations and lights 
(e)     Any other item (not listed above) as approved by the Director Engineering”; and 

  
1.2     Policy 2.2.4 (Verge Treatments, Plantings and Beautification), Guidelines and Procedures 

Clause 1.4 be amended as follows: 
  

“Permissible verge landscaping features include: 

 raised garden beds 

 rocks/stones and/or logs 

 compacted crushed gravel pathways 

 paved pathways and/or bin stand areas 

 seating or benches 

 decorations and lighting 

 any other item (not listed above) as approved by the Director Engineering”; and         
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2.       NOTES that a subsequent report will be submitted to Council at the conclusion of the public comment 
period and completion of risk assessments. 

DETAILS: 

Both policies were advertised for public comment in accordance with the City’s Policy No. 4.1.5 – Community 
Consultation.   
 
A survey was carried out using the City’s Engagement HQ website and this was promoted to the wider 
community through local print media, the City’s social media channels and under the consultation section of 
the City’s website. 
 
The survey was open between 20 June 2018 and 19 July 2018 and during that period 20 responses were 
received.  The survey results are summarised in the report included in Attachment 1. 
 
One (1) further response was received after the close of the consultation period also supporting the 
proposed changes to the street tree and verge treatments policies. This was not included in the Engagement 
HQ survey results. 
 
The survey asked the following questions: 
 

 Do you support the change in policy to provide more freedom and flexibility to put items on your 
verge and street tree? 

 Are you aware that we are proposing to change our verge and street tree policy? 

 Which of the following (verge treatments) would you like to see on verges around Vincent? 

 Would this policy change encourage you to put more of the above (verge treatments) on your verge? 

 Which of the following (attachments) would you like to see on street trees around Vincent? 

 Would this policy change encourage you to put more of the above (attachments) on your street tree? 

 Do you support a self-assessment of what should go on your verge or street treed on the guidelines, 
rather than a formal application process? 

 
In terms of the responses received from the Engagement HQ survey regarding supporting the change in 
policy to provide more freedom and flexibility to put items on your verge or street tree: 
 

 80% of respondents supported the changes to the policies (16 responses) 

 20% did not support the changes to the policies (4 responses) 
 
In terms of what respondents would like to see on verges around Vincent, the majority of respondents 
favoured vegetable gardens, rocks, native gardens, fruit trees, chairs and seats. In regards to what 
respondents would like to see on street trees around Vincent, the majority of respondents favoured swings, 
tree decorations, ladders and ropes. 
 
Respondents were asked if the policy changes would encourage them to put any of the above items on their 
verge or street tree with the following responses received: 
 
Verges 
 

 75% of respondents would be encouraged to put more items on their verge (15 responses) 

 25% of respondents would not be encouraged to put more items on their verge (5 responses) 
 
Street Trees 
 

 50% of respondents would be encouraged to put more items on their verge (10 responses) 

 50% of respondents would not be encouraged to put more items on their verge (10 responses) 
 
The survey results indicate that there is significant support for the changes to both policies. There were some   
concerns raised around risk and potential for insurance premiums to rise, as well as damage to verge trees, 
however these are either addressed already within the guidelines (street trees) or will be addressed through 
operational risk management measures. 
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Meeting with Western Power 
 
A meeting was held between City staff and Western Power on 13 July 2018 to discuss the revised policies, 
which identified the need for some minor changes to the policies. 
 
Following the consultation period, Administration recommends the following changes be made to the policies 
and guidelines, as shown in Attachment 2. 
 

STREET TREE ATTACHMENTS 

Suggested Changes Officer Comments 

9.1(i) Street tree attachments should must be 
setback and provide clear access to any 
infrastructure/service located on the verge. 

Amendment – Addition of ‘must be setback’ as 
this was not previously included and deemed 
necessary. 

9.1(iv) Street Tree attachments should be fitted to 
tree branches of safe and suitable dimensions. 

Amendment – Originally only referred to swings 
or rope ladders but deemed a necessary 
guideline for all tree attachments to reduce the 
risk. 

9.1(v) Platforms, structure and rope ladders are not 
permitted in street trees located under power 
lines. 

Amendment – Original only referred to 
platforms/structures but as rope ladders are 
likely to result in climbing trees, it was deemed 
necessary to include this also to reduce the risk. 

9.1(vi) Street tree attachments must be constructed of 
durable material, securely installed and so that 
annual pruning requirements are able to be 
undertaken when required. 

Amendment – Originally only referred to 
decorations and a lighting but deemed a 
necessary guideline for all tree attachments to 
reduce the risk. 

9.1(vii) Street tree attachments must provide a 
minimum 0.5 metre setback from the face of 
the kerb. 

New – Not previously included in guidelines but 
deemed a necessary inclusion to reduce risk. 

9.1(viii) Only solar lighting is permitted to be attached 
to street trees. 

New – Risk assessment identified that this 
guideline should be included to reduce the risk 
as well as to simplify the guidelines. 

9.1(ix) Street tree attachments shall not swing or 
protrude into and must not be able to swing or 
protrude into the space immediately above any 
road carriageway or path for pedestrians or 
cyclists. 

Resulting from future consideration of risk. 

9.3(vi) When installing street tree attachments to 
trees in proximity to Wester Power 
infrastructure, it is recommended to contact 
Wester Power on 13 10 87 or 
enquiry@westernpower.com.au to determine 
appropriate clearances. 

New – Following discussions with Western 
Power, it was suggested that residents should 
be encouraged to contact them to check voltage 
of adjacent power lines and safe clearances. 

9.3(vii) The city may prepare further, more specific 
operational guidance on street tree 
attachments, to expand or elaborate on the 
requirements of clause 9 of this Policy or the 
standards outlined in clause 9.1 above. 

Resulting from future consideration of risk. 

VERGE TREATMENTS 

Suggested Changes Officer Comments 

1.4.4(v) Raised Garden Beds 

 Provide a minimum 0.5 metre setback from any 
street tree to maintain the health of the tree. 

 Provide a minimum 0.5 metre setback from the 
face of the kerb. 

New – these guidelines were included for other 
verge landscaping features but not previously 
included for raised garden beds. 

1.4.4(xi) Seating or Benches 

 Provide a minimum 0.5 metre setback from the 
face of the kerb. 

 Provide a minimum 0.5 metre setback from any 

New – these guidelines were included for other 
verge landscaping features but not previously 
included for seating or benches. 
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street tree to maintain the health of the tree. 

1.4.4(x) Decorations and lighting 

 Provide a minimum 0.5 metre setback from any 
street tree to maintain the health of the tree. 

 Provide a minimum 0.5 metre setback from the 
face of the kerb. 

 Only solar lighting is permitted on the verge 
area. 

New – First two guidelines were included for 
other verge landscaping features but not 
previously included for decorations and lights. 
The last guideline was included to simplify the 
process as well as to reduce the risk. 

1.4.5 The City may prepare further, more specific 
operational guidance on verge treatments and 
landscaping features, to expand or elaborate on 
the requirements and standards outlined in 
clause 1.4 of these guidelines. 

Resulting from future consideration of risk. 

1.9 Damage 
Although due care will be taken, they City will 
not be held responsible for any damage that 
occurs to verge gardens and landscaping 
features as a result of the City’s regular 
maintenance programs or capital works projects. 

Amendment – Originally only referred to the 
City’s tree maintenance program but deemed 
necessary to include all of the City’s works (e.g. 
kerbing renewal). 

 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

A Local Public Notice and a survey was undertaken inviting comments from the community regarding the 
revised policies with the survey closing on 19 July 2018. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Policies provide essential guidance to the City’s Administration and Council Members when considering 
various matters.  The City’s Code of Conduct requires that employees adhere to policies. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS: 

Risk assessments for the proposed verge treatments have been prepared by Administration in line with the 
request from LGIS.  New policy provisions have also been proposed that will enable further, more specific 
guidance and information to be provided to residents, to expand or elaborate on any general standards or 
requirements of the policy. 
 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This matter is in keeping with Strategic Plan 2013 – 2017 – Key Result Area “4: Leadership, Governance and 
management: 4.1.2 – Manage the Organisation in a responsible, efficient and accountable manner”. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

Section 1.3 (3) of the Local Government Act 1995 (Act) provides that: 
 
“In carrying out its functions a local government is to use its best endeavours to meet the needs of current 
and future generations through an integration of environmental protection, social advancement and 
economic prosperity.” 
 
The revised policies take a more liberal approach in allowing residents to better utilise the space on their 
verges for growing plants or for play, therefore going some way to meeting the needs of the present and 
future communities living in Vincent. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil. 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 21 AUGUST 2018 

Item 10.3 Page 5 

COMMENTS: 

The results of the public consultation support the proposed change to the current City policies on Verge 
Treatments and Street Tree Attachments. 
 
To further address risk and practicalities of implementation, additional minor amendments are proposed to 
both Policy 2.1.2 – Street Trees and Policy 2.2.4 – Verge Treatments, Plantings and Beautification.
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