
COUNCIL BRIEFING AGENDA 13 JUNE 2023 

Item 7.8 Page 1 

7.8 OUTCOME OF ADVERTISING AND ADOPTION OF PURCHASING POLICY 

Attachments: 1. Amended Purchasing Policy - Clean Copy - Public Submission   
2. Amended Purchasing Policy - Tracked Changes - Public Submission   
3. Summary of Submissions - Outcomes of Purchasing Policy Amendments    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council ADOPTS the amendments to the Purchasing Policy at Attachment 1. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To present the outcome of community consultation and seek approval of the proposed Purchasing Policy 
amendments at Attachment 1 (Purchasing Policy Clean Version) and Attachment 2 (Purchasing Policy 
Tracked Changes). 

BACKGROUND: 

The requirement of provisions outlined in clause 1.3 of the Policy Development and Review Policy were 
presented to Council Members though the monthly Policy Paper on 28 October 2022. 
 
The amended Purchasing Policy was further presented to the Audit Committee on 2 March 2023 where it 
was approved for Council Briefing.  
   
At the Ordinary Council Meeting on 4 April 2023, Council approved advertising of the City’s Purchasing 
Policy.   

DETAILS: 

The City of Vincent Purchasing Policy (the Policy) was first developed and adopted by Council in 2007. The 
Policy was originally established to ensure that the City of Vincent’s (the City) procurement practices and 
processes were compliant with relevant legislation, to ensure consistency across all operational areas for 
purchasing activities and to deliver a best practice approach for all City procurements. 
 
The Policy has been reviewed and amended, as required, every five years. The Policy was last reviewed and 
adopted by Council on 17 November 2020 in response to the mandatory tender threshold increase from 
$150,000 to $250,000 due to the impact of COVID-19. A further change included amending the required 
number of quotations for pre-qualified suppliers for the first two thresholds. 
 
Although the next scheduled review of the Purchasing Policy is not until 2024, a recent review of the City’s 
procurement practices have identified key areas for improvement including: 
 

• Strengthening the alignment with the City’s Strategic Community Plan Priorities and Purchasing 
Principles; 

• Improving the ability to easily purchase goods and/or services from local suppliers, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander businesses and disability businesses; and   

• Improving productivity and administrative efficiencies for low value, low risk purchases. 
 
There are five (5) proposed amendments to the Purchasing Policy which are as follows: 
 
1. Amending the purchasing thresholds; 
2. Amending the required number of quotations for preferred supplier panels; 
3. Amending the Contract Management Framework threshold for the requirement of a formal contract; 
4. Separating and amending the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and Disability Enterprise 

principles; and 
5. Amending the procurement exemptions. 

 
In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, community consultation was 
undertaken between 18 April and 19 May 2023, which is in excess of the 21 days required. 
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The policy was advertised on the City of Vincent website, social media and through the following public 
notices:  
 

• PerthNow Central – 20 April 2023; and  

• Perth Voice – 22 April 2023.  
 
Administration received two (2) submissions, as summarised at Attachment 3. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

No further consultation is required. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Act provides Council with the power to determine policies.  
 

The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for repealing and adopting policies. 
 
Section 11A(1) of the Local Government (Functions and General) Regulations 1996 states that a local 
government is to adopt and implement a purchasing policy. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low: Adopting the proposed policy is low risk. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032:  
 
Connected Community  

We recognise, engage and partner with the Whadjuk Noongar people and culture. 

Thriving Places 

We are recognised as a City that supports local and small business. 

Innovative and Accountable  

We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes.  This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil financial / budget implications. 

COMMENTS: 

The Policy review to date has found that the current purchasing thresholds and purchasing requirements do 
not reflect the current financial climate and are restricting the City from efficiently and effectivity procuring 
general goods and services. The thresholds also restrict the City from purchasing low value low risk goods / 
services from local suppliers, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander businesses and disability businesses. 
The principles in the current Policy regarding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander business and disability 
enterprises do not reflect the City’s Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan 2022 – 2024 nor the City’s Access 
and Inclusion Plan 2022 – 2027. 
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