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LATE REPORT: ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AUSTRALIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2019 

TRIM Ref: D19/132945 

Author:  Mark Fallows, Manager Regulatory Services  

Authoriser: Stephanie Smith, A/Executive Director Planning and Place 

Attachments: 1. Draft Environmental Health Australia National Conference Program 6, 7 &
8 November 2019

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. APPROVES the attendance of a City Environmental Health Officer or her nominated City
representative at the Environmental Health Australia National Conference 2019 in Adelaide on
6, 7 and 8 November 2019; and

2. NOTES the associated costs of $1,940 would be funded by the City in accordance with
Policy No. 4.1.15 – Conferences.

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To seek approval a City Environmental Health Officer to attend the Environmental Health Australia National 
Conference 2019 in Adelaide on 6, 7 and 8 November 2019. 

BACKGROUND: 

Attendance at the Environmental Health Australia National Conference 2019 would provide the City with 
valuable insight and ongoing learnings into existing and emerging public health trends, threats and 
management measures. These learnings would inform the development of the City’s Public Health Plan, in 
addition to implementing best practice ethos and new initiatives into the delivery of existing environmental 
health programs and services. This conference would also provide the opportunity to engage environmental 
health stakeholders from all tiers of government and the private sector. 

DETAILS: 

The Environmental Health Australia National Conference will feature presentations on: 

1. Building the capacity of local communities for the betterment of overall health and wellbeing;
2. Emerging threats of climate change and the impact on public health;
3. How Environmental Health Officers can contribute to reducing food waste; and
4. Technology initiatives to assist with noise investigations.

The draft program is included as Attachment 1. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

Not applicable. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Under Policy No. 4.1.15 – Conferences, Council approval is required for staff attendance at interstate 
conferences or training.  As per Clause 2.1(i) of the Policy, employees may be authorised to attend through a 
resolution passed at a Council Meeting.  Clause 3.3(i) articulates that the City will pay reasonable 
accommodation costs in accordance with the award.  As the award referred to in the Policy is no longer in 
operation, and the existing Modern Award does not refer to travel and accommodation entitlements, the 
reasonableness of these costs is open to Council discretion. 
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS: 

Low: It is considered low risk for a City employee to attend an interstate conference. The employee will 
continue to be covered under the City’s existing insurances whilst in Adelaide on work time. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 

Innovative and Accountable 

We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

The approximate cost for attending this conference is detailed below: 

Three Day Conference Registration Fee $   990 
Economy Airfare (approx.) $   500 
Accommodation 3 nights @ $150/night $   450 
Total: $1,940 

An early bird registration fee and member discount has been applied to the above. Non-member registration 
is $1,475. 

Cancellation, Refunds & Transferring of Registrations 

For the conference, cancellations received and acknowledged prior to 12 October 2019 will receive a refund 
of registration fees less an administration charge of $65.00. Cancellations after this date, an alternate 
delegate is welcome to attend, or the full cost of registration will be incurred. An additional fee may be 
payable if the original registration is at the member rate and the alternate delegate is not a member. 
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